
                 

 
17 May 2017 
 
Dear UK Directors of Public Health 
 
The UK Faculty of Public Health (FPH) and the UK Public Health Register (UKPHR) were asked 
by Public Health England to lead action on Recommendation 5.1 of PHE’s 2016 Fit for the future 
report. Recommendation 5.1 reads as follows: 
 
Explore the viability of a more responsive approach to public health training and accreditation, 
(e.g. a ‘fast track’ 2-year training scheme) to enable those with experience (e.g. existing local 
authority directors with some public health skills and experience) to become fully trained in 
public health, via a conversion course or ‘top ups’. This would sit alongside the existing training 
scheme and be integrated into current routes to specialist registration – relevant organisations 
(lead in bold): FPH, UKPHR 
 
We formed a working party to carry out this work, comprising three FPH members, three UKPHR 
members and a Chair who is on the Boards of both the FPH and UKPHR. The working party has 
met three times to date – you are welcome to see minutes if you wish. 
 
We are funded by PHE to the extent of being able to engage a research contractor to support 
our work. After an open tender process, we engaged London Southbank University to carry out 
research. You may be contacted by our researcher and if you are, we would be very grateful for 
your co-operation. 
 
The headline findings of this research project will be discussed at a seminar of stakeholders in 
London on Thursday 20th July 2017 in the afternoon. If you would be interested in participating 
in this seminar, please let David Kidney know and he will register your interest. 
 
In due course our two organisations will agree a report to be submitted jointly by us to Public 
Health England in response to Recommendation 5.1. 
 
We hope you find this update about our work useful. Please feel free to contact us if you have 
any comments or questions about it. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
James Gore – FPH member of the FPH/UKPHR joint Fit for the future working party 
jamesgore@fph.org.uk 

 
David Kidney – UKPHR member of the FPH/UKPHR joint Fit for the future working party 
d.kidney@ukphr.org  


